
                       Views and comments on the 76th General Convention  7/8 - 7/17/2009

           A hearty thank you goes out to the Bishop’s office, St.Croix deanery, Father Thompson, St. Pauls 

church and all members of the General Convention team to include our able leader Atty. Ballentine,  and 

deputies Jamal Smith, Edith Haynes Lake, Cannon  Rhymer, Cannon Brookes, Father Daniels and  Bishop 

Gumbs. Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

              In this report I aim to highlight  some of the aspects on General Convention that I found very 

interesting and in many aspects thought provoking for this triennium 2006-2009. 

From this point onward General Convention shall be referred to as (GC), or (GC2009).

                The information that I am giving  is hopefully something that will be helpful and Beneficial to 

All future deputies, observers and future volunteers to convention for the upcoming years.  

                  In my view (GC) is like the Ultimate Vestry, Deanery, and local Convention all rolled up 

into one  and still more. There were approximately 200 Bishops, 847 Deputies with 40% being new, 142 

deputies of color of which 42 were new, 364 were females, 483 were males just to share a few statistics.

                  General Convention for the Episcopal church convenes on a tri-annual basis  namely every 

three years with 2009 a follow up from 2006.  2009 or the 76th (GC) convened on  July 8th and terminated 

July 17th, 2009.

Although the scheduled meeting dates covered the period Jul.8th - Jul. 17th  (GC) actually began in late 

2006.  Shortly after our election of deputies  for this convention,  letters, e-mails, books, CDs,  

Brochures, and many other paraphernalia began to arrive slowly. As the year progressed the  materials 

arrived more regularly. When 2007 came to an end a great deal of materials were already accumulated for 

(GC) 2009.

                 Information for convention continue to increase for 2008  and 2009 with deputies of  convention 

seeking campaign help and vote for different committees and seats up for  re-election.

                 In mid June  the long awaited “Blue Book” arrived . This book is the main guide to (GC) 2009. It 

is the book that  contain all information necessary  as a FYI type book. It answers deputies questions about 

Convention  issues. It lists resolutions to be worked upon, It identifies members who are seeking elections.

It outlines Roberts Rules of order and, numerous other need -to- know information.

             All deputies were advised to become acquainted with certain aspects of the blue book which proved 

to be very beneficial at convention. Thanks to the sound advice of Atty. Ballentine  it prepared us for

the deliberations that took place on convention floor. Even new deputies benefited greatly.

             Much prayers and reading is a must for pre-convention preparation.  The materials are many and 

varied. Video had to be viewed, novels and mails to be read. Plus tons of pages of  other materials. 

            The Novel  UBUNTU pronounced  (OOBOONTOO) “I in you and You in me” which was the main 

theme of the 76th Convention  was one of the pre-convention reading resource material. It 

stresses the importance of synergy among the members of the Episcopal Church. A must read book.

                  On Jul. 7th I arrived  in Anaheim, Ca. at the Hilton Hotel which became my residence until 

Jul.17th, 2009. The atmosphere was very festive. Deputies both  Clergy and Lay also Bishops  were arriving 

by the minute. Most seemed very eager to begin their duty. 

                  Registration completed, I retired to my room and  began to read and prepare for opening day.

                  GC 2009 officially began on Jul. 8th,2009.  However, I arrived on  July7th to complete the 

preliminaries of Convention basics such as room assignment, registration and general familiarity 

with the venue.

  One of the first  activity scheduled was orientation of new deputies. However, all deputies 

new and former was summoned to the main Convention Hall where all were greeted and welcomed. The 

Bishops were assigned to their meeting hall on another floor. 

At this time we were all issued our Convention Binders which tripled the size of those from high school .

A few days later I found out why. 

              Every day we met until the last day of convention , we were issued all of the Resolutions, 

candidate names for election,  their campaign information, Calendar events,. and 

anything else to be deliberated on,  processed, and  cataloged  were placed in our new binders. 

Otherwise the tracking of materials would have been a logistical nightmare.

       Although we had those great big binders it still became difficult to follow the proceedings especially

when the Secretary referred back to previous days. Thanks to Cannon Brooks and his help 

 I kept  up with the information.

             Cannon Brook’s help was great . However, the papers continue to come much more and 

sometimes twice per day. To keep up, a new plan had to be devised. For future deputies, one way to manage 

the paper work,  follow the deliberations, and find the necessary materials for the day to day activities is to 

use varying colors of highlighters. 

         Thanks to Mrs. Edith Haynes who had numerous colors with her, which I manage to borrow a few and

 assign a different colors for each days activity. Blue day I, Green day 2 accordingly. 

           For future conventions if papers are used in vast amount  you can use a similar technique.

         Since we were new deputies and were not assigned to a particular Committee, Mrs. E. 

Lake and I became team partners.  Our job was to become acquainted with and draw information from as 

Many Committees that were not covered by the other seasoned deputies.(They will also be sharing their 

views).

           We listened to testimonies and discussions about the future of small churches . We attended 

discussions on unsafe bottled drinking water and their effect on the economy. We heard discussion

concerning the repatriation and compensation for slavery. We attended passionate testimony on gay and  

Lesbian  in the Episcopal Church. We heard testimony on same sex marriage and many  more issues as they

relate to the hundreds of resolutions voted upon.

               Daily voting on issues were amazing in the house of deputies. At any given day a total of  830 

Deputies were voting on issues. 416 Clerical , and 417 Lay persons. Once the house business began you 

were not allowed to leave until all business were completed or a recess was announced. This constraint was

good  because the issues to be voted upon were many and very serious sometimes very controversial.

I hope that this particular policy is adopted by our local convention when called to order this year.

                Some magazines to get acquainted with at the earliest days of convention are “ The Guide”, 

“The Daily”, and  “Center Isle.” This is a great way to keep abreast of all the information you need

to know as the days unfold.

                  In the past when convention was spoken about I imagined it was entirely Theo-centric. 

I now know that although it is church  based  some of the issues that we had to vote upon  could be 

classified  as “out of this world.”  for example: C055, B033, C023, C009, C010, C017.   C055 want the inclusion to Pastors with  discernment  despite their sexual orientation . B033 was to be repealed because it 

Ask for a hold on gay and lesbian ordination . C023 want a recall by the govt.  for marriage to be only 

between a man and  a woman. C009 for same gender union. C010 to repeal B033, and C017 same gender

 relationship and same- sex union blessing rites. These were some of the “hot” topics in discussion.

        The Church gatherings everyday helped us to deal with the controversial issues that required prayers.

       Without this we will fail  in our decision making. We were privileged to share in a Mission 

Conversation  known as Public narrative. This free expression allowed each of us to tell our individual

Story about our passage to convention and more. We told the story of; “ Self, Us, and the story of  Us- Self

and  now commitment to mission.”

        The experience at convention was a rewarding one. It was a life changing  moment for me since it 

Provoked  a serious questioning  of self about my life and  the lives of others as we saw, hear, feel, and 

observe  the leadership of our church and its leaders in action.

         I hope that our contribution is accepted in the eyes of God and that we not only voted our 

Conscience on the issues (especially the tough ones), but more so we voted pleasingly to Him.

           The next triennial has started. Please consider me one of your Deputies.

Submitted by:    David Isaac

 St. Pauls Episcopal Church 

 F’Sted, St.Croix, V.I.


