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To:                                The Episcopal Diocese of the Virgin Islands 

  

From:                             The Very Rev. Ashton Jacinto Brooks, D. D.
  

Subject:                          76th General Convention Report 

  

Date:                              August 7, 2009 

  

The 76th General Convention of the Episcopal Church was held in Anaheim, California, July 7 - 17, 2009. 

  

My assignment as a Deputy from the Diocese of the Virgin Islands was to report on topics of interest related to World Mission. 

  

First I give God thanks for the many blessings He has granted me as a laborer in His vineyard.  I also express my gratitude to the Diocese of the Virgin Islands for granting me the opportunity to serve the Church both at the local and international level. 
  

The primary purpose of General Convention is to set the guidelines for the life and ministry of the Church, through a democratic process with the participation of Bishops, Priests and Lay Persons, working in two houses: the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies. The house of Deputies is composed of Priests and Lay Persons. Each piece of legislation that passes during the General Convention needs the approval of both houses to become mandatory within this church. 

  

What is World Mission? World Mission from our context is understood as what we as Episcopalian do to support the mission and ministry of the church, as it seeks to promote the Gospel in and outside of our ecclesiastical jurisdiction.
  

At this Convention, the concerns of the Legislative Committee on World Mission focused on a series of resolutions that are at the core of the life of this church.  Resolutions that questioned our place within the Anglican Communion, due to the recommendations of Lambeth Conference 1998, the Winsor Report, and the Resolution B 033 passed at the 75th General Convention. 

  

Among the important resolutions that were discussed in the World Mission Commission are the following: 

  

1. -     Resolution A 128.  This resolution endorses the support of the persons who are sent to the mission field by the Episcopal Church. Presently, there are 75 persons in the mission field under the guidance of the Episcopal Church.  There was some debate about changing the designation of the persons in the mission field from Missionary to Mission Partners- a change that was not welcome by the persons in the mission field.

  

2. -     Resolution A 136.  With this resolution, a request was made to support the Episcopal Partnership for Global Mission. This resolution seeks to encourage and facilitate educational programs for persons involved in mission. 
  

3. -     Resolution A 189.  This resolution seeks to revive the spirit that was prominent in our Church during the decade of the sixties. At that time the quest for the mission was to be carried out as a collaborative effort between the sending and receiving bodies of the church. This effort came to known as “Mutual Responsibility and Interdependence” (MRI).  This resolution also seeks to renew the MRI spirit with the Igreja Anglicana Episcopal do Brasil, the Anglican Church of Canada, the Anglican Church of the Región Central de América, (IARCA), the Anglican Church of México, the Dioceses of Uruguay, Perú and Cuba. 

  

This resolution also requested funds to support and facilitate another consultation for the Anglican Churches in the Americas, as a follow-up of the experience gained in the consultation held in Costa Rica in February 22 – 27, 2009.
  

4. -     Resolution A 190.  This resolution commends the Episcopal Church of the Philippines, for accomplishing its financial and missional autonomy.  This Church became an autonomous Province of the Anglican Church in 1988; it was formerly part of the PECUSA. A 130 specifically for companionship with the Igreja Episcopal Anglican do Brasil. 

  

5. -       Resolution C 053.  This resolution invited the 76th General Convention to pay special attention to the Millennium Development Goals as mission priority for the next triennium. 

  

A series of resolutions dealing with human sexuality and the right to have access to all the sacraments of the church, were sent to the Standing Commission on World Mission. 

  

The resolution that has brought new tension to the Church is Resolution D 025. It is a resolution that, in a technical way, revokes resolution B 033 passed at the 75th General Convention.
  

The Public Narratives program that was scheduled at Convention, helped to diffused tension as difficult issues were brought forth to the Convention plenary sessions. 
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