ADVENT PASTORAL LETTER 2008
“O Lord, You are our Father, we are the clay, and you are our Potter, we are 
the work of your hand”.  Isaiah 64

My sisters and brothers in Christ, we have ended the Church’s year on a very high note, having heard Jesus conclude his earthly ministry using such words as I call the “I WAS” statements to contrast with the “I AM” statements of John’s gospel. As we stand on the threshold of this new Church’s year, we do so mindful of the purpose for which we were considered all of God’s people. 

Like clay in the hand of the potter, then, we enter this New Year mindful of the work that was begun in us, a work for which we will all be expected to give an account. The ‘I Was’ statements of Matthew 25:31-46 are reminders of what we must be about as the church of the living God. For the benefit of those who may not recall what is being referred to as the “I WAS”, Jesus made six “I WAS” statements in the presence of his hearers that challenged them profoundly, but also pointed out what mission and ministry was all about for the church. He said, I was hungry, I was thirsty, I was a stranger, I was naked, I was sick, I was in prison.

As we begin another year we must be aware do so mindful of those conditions and as the Church ask ourselves, how are we responding to those human conditions?  For we know all of those conditions are still present with us. We do not need anyone to remind us that they exist. As the church the challenge for us is how are we responding to each condition? We will continue to be presented with the challenge of responding to these prevailing human conditions in our global communities. 

Yes, the hurts and hopes of the human family will challenge us more each year. We hear of global warming brought on by our destruction of the ozone layers, the deforestation of vast areas of land, and the effects that will have on our climate. We are being encouraged to plant a tree in an effort to keep the earth green. 

As we read of the mission and ministry of the early church recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, we will see that they carried on the mission and ministry that Jesus shared with them. Everywhere they went, they encountered an opportunity for mission and ministry. After two thousand years and all the advancements in science and technology, we can conclude that there are some things that remain the same in spite of our “post modern” culture. The Church of the Twenty First Century still must recognize that humanity in any age has a common enemy who seeks to produce the kind of situations Jesus encountered during his short ministry on this earth.  
Therefore the Church must heed the six “I WAS” statements of Jesus and bind them to her consciousness as she moves into another year. The Spirit still calls the church to engage with her community in tangible ways as she recognizes and proclaims good news to the poor, the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the stranger, the sick and the imprisoned. There is no scientific or technological remedy that will rid the world of all the human suffering which we presently face. Yet, Scripture seems to suggest that there is an answer, a solution to it all. The church’s response to these basic human hurts and hopes must be the same as the response Jesus taught us through the example of his earthly ministry, the model the Apostles exercised and shared with the communities in which they ministered. 
This year I appeal to all of us to come forward and offer ourselves for greater service, ‘no arm to weak but may do service here, by feeblest agent may our God fulfill his righteous will’.  Brethren Whom shall we send and who will go for us? When we hear whom shall I send, and who will bear my light to them, may we all respond, “I will go Lord, as you lead me.” May this Advent be the season that will remind us of our need for preparation! So when the king comes, he will find us with our lamps all trimmed and bright: READY!                                          
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