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The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Dear People Of God: Today the whole world is still saddened by the devastation and massive loss of life caused by the 7.0 magnitude earthquake on Tuesday January 12, 2010 on the island nation of Haiti, destroying the Capital City of Port-au-Prince.  Words cannot adequately express our grief and pain to this human catastrophe right in our Caribbean neighborhood. I believe it is safe to say we are in a state of shock. Our prayers and thoughts are with our brothers and sisters during this dark moment of history. 
 As we are aware by now, the Episcopal Church in Haiti is the fastest growing in the whole Church.  This disaster caused a great set back to the Mission of the Church on the one hand. But on the other hand, through the people’s faith in God and God’s response through us, they can be, ‘a new born people may we rise, more pure, more true, more nobly wise’. 
We have lost our Cathedral there, the Bishop’s residence was destroyed and while the bishop was not hurt, his wife sustained some injury. Our hospitals and clinics, churches, schools, and orphanages were all destroyed. These were infrastructures that provided the education and training, health care, and religious knowledge that was so vital to the empowerment of the people.  Through these institutions owned and operated by the Church the people became apprentices who were being equipped with tools to work themselves out of poverty. 

 At this time our Presiding Bishop, the Right Reverend Katherine Jefferts-Schori has asked us to respond financially so the most needed supplies can be provided immediately and the infrastructure can develop to accommodate future responses of food, clothing and the basic necessities for survival in the face of such a disaster.

We are therefore asking you to give generously of your financial resources, your abundance or scarcity, so we can respond to our Presiding Bishop’s appeal to the whole Church. While we are responding with our money, we can also secure a barrel in which we can give of our other material resources- clothing, shoes, towels, sheets,  toys, reading material, crayons, books- those GOOD things that we are keeping because they are valuable though we cannot now use them, let us put them in a barrel and mark it from the EPISCOPAL CHURCH  St Thomas, or St Croix, or ST John, or Tortola, or Virgin Gorda.   We do so being mindful that, “whenever you do this for one of the least important of these followers of mine, you did it for me.” Matt 25:40.  

  A servant of the servants of God.  + Ambrose    
