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FALL 2008 PASTORAL LETTER 
“I HAVE SEEN, I HAVE HEARD, I KNOW, NOW I HAVE COME DOWN, AND I AM SENDING YOU” Exodus 3

From the Fifteenth Sunday through the Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost, we would have had the opportunity to read from the book of Exodus, that wonderful story of God’s rescue and deliverance of a people from slavery and God’s guidance and providential care, as they journeyed to their place of promise. These stories are wonderful reminders of God’s fulfillment of the promise. These are stories of assurance as we journey through our hurricane season. While we were not adversely affected, other areas of the Caribbean and the US mainland were, and now we must respond to the plight of those so affected. Thanks to those congregations who have already sent in donations to go to the affected communities in our region. Every little bit helps, even a dollar.

September began with two new additions to our diocesan family. Roger Speer joined the Diocesan Office staff as our Missioner for Children, Youth and Young Adults Ministry. He has brought additional skills which are already deployed. We have a functional website accessible to all at www.episcopalvi.org. All our active clergy were contacted, and were asked a series of questions relating to how Roger can best assist in our mission and ministry. Also, St Ursula and Nazareth congregations have the ministry of Fr. William and Cynthia Potter. This also means that the Rev. Warren C. Smith MD Multi-purpose Center at St Ursula’s Church has an Administrator. The Celebration of a New Ministry is scheduled for October 26, 08 at 4:00pm.  A priest, Fr. Robert Dendtler and his wife Charlotte, who is no stranger to St Croix since his family goes back several generations, and has served consecutively at Holy Cross Church, has joined the staff of St John’s Church to work specifically in the area of Congregational Development and with the seminarians. 

Early in September, reflections on the Lambeth Conference were circulated to all diocesan clergy with the hope that they will share excerpts with their congregations. You are being reminded at this time to ask your priest about the Lambeth Conference in case you missed any presentations. 
The House of Bishops met as a whole to discuss the Lambeth experience. The meeting took place in Salt Lake City, Utah, for three days- September 16-19, 08. Each day we had Morning Prayer, the Eucharist close to noonday, and Evening Prayer. Our sessions on the first day were spent first with checking in with our Indaba table group, then with Lambeth debriefing, and finally our responses to a few questions, one of which being, “What was the most helpful and least helpful of the Conference?” 
The evening of the first day was devoted to a hearing from the Title IV Review Committee, as they presented evidence of Bishop Robert Duncan’s intention at his Diocesan Convention on October 4, 08 to take the Diocese of Pittsburg out of the Episcopal Church. Pros and cons for the necessary action were stated.  A minority of bishops felt that due process was not accorded Bishop Duncan as he was not present to defend his position, the three senior bishops were not consulted, and there was no trial before deposition. I voted with the minority. After that vote, it was as though a death had taken place in the family. The mood of the meeting changed completely.  At the conclusion of Evening Prayer we went to the Diocesan House, in the Diocese of Utah, for dinner hosted by Carolyn Irish, the Bishop of Utah.     

Our final session on Friday consisted of two topics, Theological Education and our relationship with the Moravian Church. A presentation was made by the Dean of Church Divinity School of the Pacific (CDSP) in which he referenced long distance learning and education on line for credit. Suggestions arising from the meeting were that all locally trained clergy should spend one year in an Episcopal Seminary, better preparation with formation for ministry, formation for ordination, preparation for ordination, and continuing education. The House expressed concern for the quality of theological education that is done locally.  Our session was interrupted by a conference call from the four Bishops of the Diocese of Texas, Bp. Wimberley, Diocesan, Bp. Doyle, Coadjutor, and Bps. High and Harrison, Suffragans, as they shared with the House the experiences of their diocese, including Galveston Island, in the aftermath of Hurricane Ike. Other dioceses adversely affected were Haiti and the Dominican Republic. The Bishop of Haiti, Bishop Vache, was not present, because of the effects of the many hurricanes on the island of Hispaniola. Bishop Holguin spoke on behalf of the people of the Dominican Republic.

The Officer for Ecumenical Relation at the Church Center, Bp. Epting,  shared with us the developments of our conversation with the Moravians, and the possibility of a resolution supporting Full Communion with them coming before the 2009 General Convention.  As noonday approached, most bishops began leaving to catch flights across the country. Those of us who remained were invited by the Bishop of Utah, Carolyn Irish, to dinner, and a concert in the twenty-one thousand seating capacity Mormon Concert Hall on Temple Square.   

Since returning from the House of Bishop’s meeting, we have had two separate meetings, one with the active priests and the other with all the deacons. A third meeting is scheduled for all the clergy of the STT/STJ Deanery to review our ordination vows, to discuss the mission and ministry of the Church and our role in fulfilling our calling. Clergy and congregations will begin to notice a difference in areas of conversation and communication. If this diocese is going to move forward the clergy will have to be the standard bearers of change.  Whatever our churchmanship may be, we all have one common goal in the fulfillment of our Baptismal Covenant and our Ordination Vows. 

Lastly, all the clergy of the Diocese were invited by Canon Angela Ifill of the Office of Black Ministries, the Episcopal Church Center, to attend the Triennial Black Clergy Conference in Louisiana. The Office of Black Ministries covered the cost of the registration and The Rev. Dr. Wesley Williams offered to assist some clergy with airfare in an effort to insure our participation.  Vestries and Bishop Committees must encourage the clergy to attend.  
Between October and the end of the year many congregations will celebrate Patronal Festivals or Feasts of Dedication- San Francisco, St Luke, St Ursula, St John,  All Saints and St Andrew. Two clergy positions will become vacant, one at St Luke and the other at All Saints on St Thomas as Canon Rymer and Dean Brooks, transition into retirement and/or other areas of God’s vineyard.  
“May the Lord who has given us the will to do these things give us the grace and power to perform them.” (BCP 532)  
 + Ambrose 
