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2009 LENTEN PASTORAL LETTER
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent…BCP 265

     While the invitation to the observance of a holy Lent in the Book of Common Prayer gives us many disciplines to accomplish that goal, the last thing many of us need is more work especially if we are already heavily engaged in ministry in our congregations. However, this is precisely the reason we need such an exercise. 

     Lent gives us, as a Community of Faith, the opportunity to engage in a certain prescribed discipline as a way of renewal. It gives us an opportunity to take an overhaul of our spiritual development. For some of us, it is a time for spring cleaning in preparation for the buds,  flowers and fruits that can grow from such a time of introspection and renewal. 
     Indeed the invitation is extended to all of us to engage in some form of spiritual discipline and renewal. Most congregations will give out Lenten folders and asked us to deny ourselves some favorite food or drink and give the proceeds to a worthy cause. Let us take this invitation seriously mindful of the needs of others, and while one dollar a day for the adult and one quarter for the child may seem so little, for those receiving, the saying holds true, “Little is much when God is in it.”  

     Please pray for the clergy of this Diocese who will be in retreat with our former Bishop 
E. Don Taylor, prior to convention.  Additionally, pray for our Convention that God will do a new thing in and through us, thus moving the Diocese forward in mission and ministry.  Remember the Convention is being hosted by the St Thomas/St John deanery at St Andrew’s Parish Hall, March 5-7. 2009. Everyone is invited to attend the Convention and the Opening Eucharist on Thursday evening where the Celebrant and Preacher will be Bishop Taylor.  We are attempting to do a new thing with our convention format which will welcome and include every one who is present. Come, let us gather for purposeful discussion, and leave the convention determined that the God who had spoken through Isaiah with the promise that His Word will not return to Him empty, has also spoken to us, and through us, the Word will be fulfilled. 
     If we leave the Convention with this attitude, even before we celebrate Easter, we would have glimpses and signs of Resurrection all around us in our congregations and communities.   Let me invite you, therefore, in addition to all that we will do collectively as worshipping communities to do a little self discipline by reading “The Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren. Even if you had done so before, it would be a good discipline to read it again, one chapter a day for the forty days of Lent.  Who knows the harvest that can be borne out of such an exercise? As surely as Easter follows Lent so will the fruit of our Lenten discipline yield the Easter harvest for which it was purposed! “So, when our Easter morn we hail the mystic feast we may not fail, to keep with conscience clear.”    
                                                                                             +Ambrose
