Bishop’s Response to the Responses of the 54th Diocesan Convention.

If comments coming into the Diocesan Office are an indication of the success of the 54th Diocesan Convention, then we can safely say that the Diocesan Convention held in the STT/STJ Deanery accomplished its mission in that it brought the diocese together for a time of ‘purposeful discussion’.  Also, to have done something completely different outside of the box that met with such a favorable response from the convention delegates is no small accomplishment in itself.  The hand of God must have been engaged completely in the process.  What God had ordained no one can disdain. Great strength was found in the process. Therefore the Holy Spirit prepared the way for us to introduce such a process to our delight and satisfaction.  One will notice that we did not come up with concrete solutions to our situations. That was not the purpose. To acknowledge our situation in community was the beginning of wisdom and to plan a process towards a resolution as was suggested in the exit survey is understanding. 

New Regional Deans were appointed from among the newly ordained deacons. All the deacons will serve with the regional deans in addition to the persons in the discernment process and the delegates and alternates. All the priests canonically resident in this diocese or assigned to serve in a congregation in this diocese will serve as council of advice to the Regional Deans and are expected to attend deanery meetings. With the new deanery system functioning to maximum capacity, thereby involving everyone in the process, much should happen in response to and fulfillment of the concerns and comments of the delegates as are expressed in the exit survey. 
In addition to the suggestions and comments obtained from the exit survey, many suggestions for our engagement in mission and ministry were shared with the Regional Deans for discussion at deanery meetings and for possible implementation where necessary. Each deanery will have much to report about the fulfillments and accomplishments of the recommendations and suggestions obtained from the exit survey and the Indaba sessions.  
The former Regional Dean, Canon Lionel S. Rymer, the Deanery Executive Committee, the Rector and Vestry Leadership of St Andrew’s Episcopal Church and all the supporting staff from every sphere are to be commended for the orchestration and coordination of such a successful convention. As we plan for the 55th Diocesan Convention, which is labeled the Bishop’s Convention and will be hosted in the STT/STJ Deanery at the Cathedral Church of All Saints on March 4-6, 2010, let us keep the new Indaba model used at the 54th Diocesan Convention before us and learn from it how we can better serve the present age through our gatherings for purposeful discussion.                                + Ambrose 
