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St. Peter’s – Christiansted, VI

Rev. Dr. Dwight Ogier – Interim Priest-in-Charge
(Jesus) rebuked Peter and said, “… For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” (Mark 8:33)

The winds of change are blowing across our Diocese; the winds of change are blowing through your clergy and people of St. Peter’s!
I have just returned from the Convention of the Diocese of the Virgin Islands; the clergy gathered in retreat on Botany Bay, a rural, undisturbed nature preserve on St. Thomas. We listened and were challenged by the former Bishop, E. Don Taylor, currently serving as Vicar Bishop of the Diocese of New York. Bishop Taylor offered a profound witness of his life and service to the Lord. After his retirement following Easter, He will assume duties of a Priest in Kingston, Jamaica; returning to his roots of birth and where he was raised as a child. His parish leaders were his acolytes! What a humble and learned man! He taught us; we laughed and cried together. His great charismatic presence both reassured us and pushed us with the love of God and his love for the Risen Lord Jesus.

During the convention, our beloved Bishop Gumbs brought us the love and oversight as a caring chief pastor and Doctor of the Church; our apostle directed us all toward a foreseeable change; in these hard and changing economic times, our church will be affected in the foreseeable future with new economic challenges; predictable shortages and possible cut backs from the TEC national budget toward the Virgin Islands. We are a missionary territory, still dependent upon the contributions from TEC; the General Convention of the Episcopal Church will gather this summer. We will hear more after the deliberations in Anaheim come to a conclusion in July. We need prepare ourselves for future shortages and possible reductions of our economic resources from TEC.

To remain dependent on TEC for our economy of the Diocese hinders our growth; hinders our purpose to exercise evangelism and mission and ministry locally; our outreach will become stronger as we become more self-sustaining and independent.

My dear friends, all this speaks to us about Stewardship and our economic resources. Here at St. Pete’s, we have all that we will ever need. We have in our possession everything already. You have the tickets for success for St. Peter’s in your check-books, in your wallets, and in your bank accounts! We give out of our abundance. God has given to us all that we need; we can’t out give God!
THE standard minimum gift to our local parish is a tithe of our income.

If you are giving below this standard simply relax; begin at what ever level you current give and slowly increase; it doesn’t matter how long it takes, begin. God loves you no matter what you give! God has already given us His Son, our Salvation and our Peace!

On the positive side, our Bishop has appointed Deacon Delores Gumbs as Dean of the St. Croix Deanery! The Reverend Deacon Gumbs is no stranger to us here at St. Peter’s; she came out of this parish. Now she will lead the area ministry and association of local churches, representing the Bishop. We will welcome her leadership. We will see her regularly here at St. Peter’s!
You will hear a detailed report from our delegation in weeks soon.
All this is of God; all this is good news.

 The clergy sang a great stewardship song at the Diocesan Convention:

“You Can’t Beat God Giving.”

Here are some of the verses:
“You can’t beat God giving, no matter how you try.

And just as sure as you are living and the Lord ---

Is in heaven on high, -----

The more you give the more He gives to you.
But keep on giving Because: it’s really true that you

Can’t beat God giving, no matter how you try, try.

Should you receive and never give? The Savior died that we might live. His life on Calvary He gladly gave, our sinful souls to save.

He gives me health. He keeps me strong, He guides me when I would go wrong, He gives me everything that I need, my every hunger feeds.

He gave me peace, He made me whole, And when in sin He saved my soul. And what I give would never be compared with the blessing that I share.

You can’t beat God giving, no matter how you try.

And just as sure as your are living and the Lord ---

Is in heaven on high, ----

He more you give the more He gives to you.

But keep on giving Because: It’s really true that you

Can’t beat God giving, no matter how you try, try.”
(Jesus) rebukes (us) as he did St. Peter:

“For you are setting your minds not on divine things but on human things.”        AMEN!
