PAGE  
7
The Right Reverend E. Don Taylor - Virgin Islands Clergy Retreat                         Page  
March 3-5, 2009           Third Reflection

The Third Reflection
Whose Ministry do we Share?

The term “Christian Ministry” begs the question, “Whose ministry do we share?”


Jesus Christ outlines the contours of His ministry when He began to exercise that ministry.  This was done as He read the Scripture Lesson in the Synagogue at Nazareth.  Here He draws from the Prophet Isaiah. 



St. Luke 4:14-22
14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
18‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
   because he has anointed me
     to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
   and recovery of sight to the blind,
     to let the oppressed go free, 
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ 
The connecting of ministry of Jesus with the words of he Prophet Isaiah sets the stage for us to understand that the ministry of Jesus is part and parcel of the whole unfolding of God’s redemption plan for the human race.  By explaining that this passage has now found its fulfillment in Himself – Jesus Christ, He demonstrates the universality of all that He does through His ministry. 

The ministry of Jesus Christ is the mission of God to the whole human family.  We can never lose sight of the fact that we are here dealing with God at work I the lives and the affairs of people as an expression of His unending love for all of His creation.  Jesus Christ  sums up this love and expresses it in the outpouring His love, His teaching and His healing.  The wholeness, the salvation, the redemption of God’s people become the preoccupation of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the outpouring of His Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost continues to make true the continuing ministry of Jesus Chris tin shaping us for holiness s of life as we continue to live out our faith I Him in this world.  The ministry of Jesus continues as He makes intercession on our behalf before the Father.  In essence the ministry of Jesus is His continuing work of lifting up before the Father, the life the cares and the possibilities of each one of us.  Our engagement in the Holy Eucharist makes that real for us in this life.  The ministry of Jesus Christ is the lifting up of His people, those who put their trust in Him, as an  offering to the Father Who created us.  This sacrificial offering to the Father renders us worthwhile as an offering because Jesus Christ who makes the offering is Himself the one who paid the price of our sinfulness.   Jesus Christ therefore stands as the Victim who was offered in death, but he is also the Priest who now offers His death to make us worthwhile.  Sacrificial offering is the nature and essence of Our Lord’s ministry.  Christian ministry carries within itself that essential element of sacrifice. Everything is that ministry seeks the glory of God and the welfare of God’s people.
The writer of the Hebrews connects the ministry of Jesus Christ with the offering of sacrifice by the Hebrew High Priest.



Hebrews 10:11-25


11 And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12But when Christ* had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, ‘he sat down at the right hand of God’, 13and since then has been waiting ‘until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.’ 14For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 
16‘This is the covenant that I will make with them
   after those days, says the Lord:
I will put my laws in their hearts,
   and I will write them on their minds’, 
17he also adds,
‘I will remember* their sins and their lawless deeds no more.’ 
18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

A Call to Persevere
19 Therefore, my friends,* since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Among the many blessings which Jesus entrusted to His Church is the gift of ministry in His Name.  The Priesthood is the signal expression of this ministry and those of us who are afforded the privilege of exercising a Priestly Ministry, share one of the greatest gifts given to an for the glory of God and the healing of God’s people.  The unique gift of priesthood is the privilege of offering up before God the people and all that they are, to God so that in turn god may make them what they are capable of becoming.
The whole body of the Baptized share in this sacrificial offering of the misty of Jesus Christ in that all baptized persons are called up to offer first themselves a s living sacrifice to God, but w are also called to accept suffering as Jesus did as our offering got God on behalf of our brothers and sisters.



Hebrews 12:1-11
12Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,* and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of* the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

3 Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners,* so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 4In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5And you have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as children—
‘My child, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
   or lose heart when you are punished by him; 
6for the Lord disciplines those whom he loves,
   and chastises every child whom he accepts.’ 
7Endure trials for the sake of discipline. God is treating you as children; for what child is there whom a parent does not discipline? 8If you do not have that discipline in which all children share, then you are illegitimate and not his children. 9Moreover, we had human parents to discipline us, and we respected them. Should we not be even more willing to be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share his holiness. 11Now, discipline always seems painful rather than pleasant at the time, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

Endure, welcome, accept with grace, the difficulties which you and I must inevitably face in our exercise of ministry.  This was all part of a day’s work in the ministry of Jesus Christ, and it is no less a part of your ministry and mine.  No person who exercise ministry in the name of Jesus Christ, experiences a life of smooth and a blissful endeavor.  Ministry for Christ in whatever form or shape it is given is necessarily a difficult and exhausting enterprise.  We are enabled by the grace and strength which Jesus provides by His own example in ministry, by the power of the indwelling spirit of God, by our daily involvement  with Jesus Christ through prayer, through faithful and regular reception of the Blessed Sacrament, and through the intercession of Jesus Christ and the faithful people of God on our behalf.

The ministry we share is that ministry which alone belongs to Jesus Christ and which H generously invites us to extend to the people on His behalf.  We share it because of  His invitation and His generosity.  We dare to accept His offer because along with our acceptance comes His grace and power to perform it.  No one is deserving of this ministry on his/her own standing.  No one has a right to this ministry.  We only minister in so far as the grace of God permits us to do so.
