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March 3-5, 2009           Second Reflection

THE SECOND REFLECTION
The Marks and the Content of Christian Ministry

Brief reference has been made already to the emergence of the first Christians who were summoned by Jesus Christ to serve in the ministry of His Church.  These were among the first to accept this ministry.  These are some of the FIRST APOSTLES set apart by the call and the empowerment of Jesus Christ to be at the forefront of leadership in His Church.


Let us review the record of St. Mark, Chapter 1, verses 16 -20.
16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’ 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.
JUST WHO IS A FISHERMAN?  A fisherman is first and foremost a person, a human being.  Like all human beings he has to live and he must attend to all the norms of daily life, eating, drinking supporting a family perhaps, constantly being sensitive to the circumstances and situations around him and being responsive to the needs that arise in such situations.  He is one who is constantly trying to cope with the strains and stresses of life which inevitably merge.  He is also a human being with his own peculiar temperament, his likes and dislikes, his affections and prejudices, his own swings and turbulences of moods and emotional change.  All of these facets and more indicate that “fisherman” in the Gospel is simply another human being , a person like all the rest of us.  Fisherman, gospel kind, can be old or young, rich or poor, male or female black or white.   Fisherman here is a normal human person engaged in the art of living, pursuing his/her calling in life, with the normal anxieties which bring to the fore, the best and the worse in us.  Into this category of human enterprise, we all find ourselves.

Human beings tend to be conservative in their pursuit of what engages them most in life.  In other words, we don not like interruptions in the normal way that we tend to order our way of life.  Rather we like to pursue the well tried and tested ways with which we are familiar and very seldom and with some reluctance do we make diversions.  Yet it is precisely at these crossroads, at these times of interruption that we experience growth, new vision,, excitement in living, renewed faith and the opportunities for new understandings in who we are and  how we can contribute more creatively to the fabric of human life.


Divine interruptions are nothing new to the human experience of a relationship with God.  The fact that we are seldom able to anticipate these interruptions often leaves us speechless in their wake; making wild excuses for attempting the tasks which these interruptions always seem to demand, and it would appear that whatever these interruptions occasions, they always seem to invite us to serve people for God in some way; an invitation which hardly seems inviting at the time.  The story of Jonah, the call of Isaiah, the summons of Jeremiah, the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, all indicate a lack of enthusiasm on the part of each person to break off from what they are doing to assume the new task. Divine interruptions can be quite disconcerting to say the least.   The fact that the Holy Writ indicates a ready and spontaneous response from Simon, Andrew and James and John the sons of Zebedee should not cloud our vision to the real possibility that we are  reading envisioning the final episode of what might have been a much longer and much more involved calling event, probably covering days weeks or even months.  In spite of these possibilities, however, certain pivotal steps seem to emerge in the experience of these men as they pursue the road to ministry in the name of Jesus Christ.  The marks and the content of Christian ministry take on a distinct shape in these brief verses.

Before we look at the Markan on record of the four first apostles, may we take a quick glance a the story of Jonah, especially what is recorded in Jonah 3:1-4:11

3The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2‘Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, ‘Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’ 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: ‘By the decree of the king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. 8Human beings and animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn from their evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands. 9Who knows? God may relent and change his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do not perish.’ 

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

Jonah’s Anger
4But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ 4And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

6 The Lord God appointed a bush,* and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’ 

Jonah Is Reproved
9 But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry enough to die.’ 10Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labour and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?’ 

Here we find on the part of Jonah, a strikingly familiar human reaction to other human beings, especially if we are not familiar with their ways of life.  Human beings have a propensity to develop misgivings frustrations, prejudices and fear regarding the ability of “foreigners,” to appreciate what we have already accepted as meet and right in our eyes.  This is particularly true in the area of faith experience.  “God fearing people” often conclude that “others” who do not hold the same posture as we do, rally do not have the ability to embrace such things which we hold dear and therefore are in some way inferior, decadent, unworthy, second class, somewhat lacking in sophistication.  Jonah found himself I this position and goes so far as to question the integrity of God in showing such warmth, such goodwill and such concern for those unworthy people of Nineveh.


The response of God is to hold fast His love and concern for those people who were as much His own as Jonah’s and his people.  God keeps before the eyes of Jonah, the universality of  God’s undying love for His children, and his never failing care for their welfare.  It was this message, this insight that Jonah had to embrace before he could effectively serve as a minister of God.  Jonah had to learn the hard way.  everyone who seeks to minister in God’s name needs to approach this ministry with a basic acceptance of and appreciation for the integrity of each person created by God, of God’s unswerving commitment to the welfare of each person and God’s desire that each one should come to know and to experience His love. 


The marks and the content of Christian Ministry emerge in St. Mark’s record as recorded above in Chapter 1, verses 16-20.   Ordinary human beings, engaged in ordinary human pursuits, are tapped by Jesus Christ to bring all the “ordinariness” of their human experience, and to employ there, BY THE GRACE AND POWER OF GOD in the Service of Kingdom building.  The occasion which makes his transfer of ordinary gifts into extraordinary power is that sense, awareness conviction of  A CALL FROM GOD.  FISHERMEN CALLED TO BE FISHERS OF MEN!


A Fisherman!  A man of faith.  He respects the unpredictability of the natural elements, the movements of the tides, the spontaneous shifts of schools of fish.  A CALL from Jesus Christ, shifts the center of attention from fish alive in the sea, to the potential of human life caught in the net of God’s firm grasp from a sea of wandering and often reckless motion to the worship and service of God.  That same faith and patience involved in harvesting the abundance of the sea are equally required in order to harness the souls of a determined and often stubborn people, into the kingdom and service of the Lord Jesus Christ.  FISHERMEN CALLED OT BE FISHERS OF MEN.  These are person who are self starters.  These are persons whose vision is sharp and ever expanding.  They are able to discern  how the climate affects the location of the fish and they appreciate the appropriate method to be employed to make a good catch.  Our ministry calls forth from each one of us an appreciation of all the God given instruments for reaching the minds and hearts of people.  According to our natural gifts, our education and continuing education, our pursuit of ever unfolding methods which harness the human potential for good, we are able to bring persons from all walks of life to an awareness s of God’s love and the demands which the Gospel makes on all human life.  Engaging all faith of human creativity in that worship of God. 
FISHERMEN CALLED TO BE FISHERS OF MEN: Persons who do not lose heart because their expectations are not immediately realized.  The virtue of patience and waiting upon  God to produce the result which He desires.  One not given to temp tantrums when he/she does not have hi/her own way.  One whose is given to work collaboratively, willing to share the expressions of his gifts of the Spirit.

FISHERMEN CALLED TO BE FISHERS OF MEN: Persons who are not afraid to work hard for the Kingdom of God.  Men and women who will mend their nets willingly and gladly as they anticipate future catches for the Kingdom of God.  Simply working hard and  employing such measures that will make the catching of people more readily realized.

FISHERMEN CALLED TO BE FISHERS OF MEN: Persons who understand how important their work is.  People need to eat, people depend o n the fisherman’s daily catch in order to have that food which is so necessary for life. People need God’s life giving food.  They may not know it; they may not even want to acknowledge it.  For some this may even seem to be an idle idea.  Those called by God to be fishers of men take great pride in their calling.  They are at ease with their calling and are attempting to be nothing more or less than persons called to bring into God’s kingdom those for whom the Lord Jesus Christ died.

There is much in the ordinary work of making a living which also equip an individual to do the spiritual work of ministering to the souls of men and women. God redirects the ability and gives the energy through a call.  Such a call is fully dependent on the effectiveness of this ministry is dependent on God’s supply of spiritual grace and not just on one’s human ability or education or physical attractiveness.  The call redirects the focus of our efforts from ourselves and our feeling of self importance to the glory of the One who calls and gives the power to serve.

The marks of Christian Ministry are expressed through a sense of humility before God, a sense of self-abandonment to the will of God, a willingness to respond to God’s call to utilize all that one has, all that one is and all that one seeks to be, for the glory of God and of the building of His Kingdom.  For one who hears and accepts the call of God, there can be very little room for r​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ealizing a personal ambition. The preeminent focus is to glorify God and to build His Kingdom on earth.  To pursue the ministry of Jesus Christ and His Church for the sake of personal and career enhancement is to make a mockery of the very ministry of Jesus Christ Himself and in this regard to brig condemnation on one’s self.  We are called to serve in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ.  The full content of Christian Ministry is to promote the glory and praise of Jesus Christ.
