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INTRODUCTION

Scriptural Instruction: Ephesians 4:1-16

Unity in the Body of Christ

4I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is said,
‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;
   he gave gifts to his people.’ 
9(When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean but that he had also descended* into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 
First Reflection

So we have a Ministry?  Do we have a Ministry?

What is this Ministry?
The title “Minister” in the Old Testament is applied to “one who serves,” one  who “waits on” or “attends to the needs of others.” (1 Kings 10:1-5).

The title “Minister” in the New Testament (i.) is extended to Jesus Christ when He is compared with the Hebrew High Priest, who presents the offerings of the people to God in order to atone for their sins.  

Hebrews 8:1-13

8Now the main point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2a minister in the sanctuary and the true tent* that the Lord, and not any mortal, has set up. 3For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; hence it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer. 4Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5They offer worship in a sanctuary that is a sketch and shadow of the heavenly one; for Moses, when he was about to erect the tent,* was warned, ‘See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain.’ 6But Jesus* has now obtained a more excellent ministry, and to that degree he is the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted through better promises. 7For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no need to look for a second one. 

8 God* finds fault with them when he says:
‘The days are surely coming, says the Lord,
   when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel
   and with the house of Judah; 
9not like the covenant that I made with their ancestors,
   on the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt;
for they did not continue in my covenant,
   and so I had no concern for them, says the Lord. 
10This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
   after those days, says the Lord:
I will put my laws in their minds,
   and write them on their hearts,
and I will be their God,
   and they shall be my people. 
11And they shall not teach one another
   or say to each other, “Know the Lord”,
for they shall all know me,
   from the least of them to the greatest. 
12For I will be merciful towards their iniquities,
   and I will remember their sins no more.’ 
13In speaking of ‘a new covenant’, he has made the first one obsolete. And what is obsolete and growing old will soon disappear
(ii.) The title is also applied to those who were called and entrusted with the care of promoting the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is primarily to this level of understanding that our ministry as “Gospel Proclaimers” that our lives and our ministry find meaning and purpose.



1 Corinthians 12:27-31
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.
God has appointed in the Church a variety of Orders of Ministers under the leadership and supervision of the Apostles or Bishops for the building of His Kingdom here on earth.
As the New Testament Church expands, the Apostolic Ministry of oversight, exercised by the Bishop, expands to embrace a multiplicity of cultures and ways of life, so that frequent coming together of church leaders becomes necessary to keep the whole church walking together in step, in unity as it proclaims God’s rule on the earth.

TO BE EMPLOYED IN THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST in the world involves a number of cooperative actions between the Lord Jesus Christ and the individual.  These cooperative actions may emerge in a variety of combinations and ways, but they all move the individual to one conclusion i.e., the glory of God and the building up of His visible Body in the world.  This visible Body, we call the Catholic Church.


THE FIRST ACTION involves “The CALL which the individual recognizes with himself/herself as a DIVINE SUMMONS  to embrace the work, the mission, the loving care of Jesus Christ and to communicate His love to all people.


To be a communicator of the love of God to our fellow human beings is a task which is both awesome and well nigh impossible.  Frail, sinful human beings are incapable of communicating divine grace, except by the merciful and gracious permission of God whereby God takes our human frailty and by His own infusion of grace makes us “earthen vessels,” able to bear and to dispense His treasures.  “We have these treasures in earthen vessels.” (2 Corinthians 4:7) says St. Paul to the Corinthian Christian, and we do indeed!


In St. Mark’s Gospel, Chapter 1;16-20. we are confronted with a vivid illustration of this activity in the lives of four men, at a time when they were immersed I their daily human labor.  The divine interruption occasioned by Jesus Christ in the lives of  these men provide us with a clear insight of how God summons human beings to the divine task of serving Him by way of serving His people  I t soon becomes clear that the Sacred ministry of the Church is not confined to Church people and that service to God and service to the people of God are inseparable.  Both go together. One without the other renders that act of ministry incomplete. It is therefore necessary always to recognize that our ministry in the Service of Jesus Christ cannot really exist without o full recognition that only Jesus Christ can make a minister, only Jesus Christ can establish a ministry, and it is to Jesus Christ alone that all ministry is ultimately directed.


Do owe have a ministry?  Indeed we do by the grace of God.  Holy Scripture teaches that God not only summons each one of us to ministry by reason of our incorporation into His Body through Holy Baptism, but He supplies peculiar gifts to each person to enable that person to be an effective minster.  So ewe do have a ministry, and that ministry is one of SERVICE  to the glory of God through the healing of human lives.  In our next meditation we will have a brief examination of the “Marks and the Content of Christian Ministry.
