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March 3-5, 2009           Fourth Reflection

The Fourth Reflection
Safeguarding the Ministry of Our Lord
The Church as the Guardian of the Ministry of Jesus Christ


As the Church became established in the world, the need for a  greatly expanded ministry became necessary to augment and to extend the ministry of the Apostles whom Jesus empowered to “grow” His Church.  The only ministry which Jesus Christ entrusted to the Church was the Apostolic Ministry. The exercise of all ministries is made available by the Apostolic sharing within the life of the Church.  It is the Church as a community of faith which tests the call which an individual perceives himself/herself to have received.  It is the Church  which authenticates that call, provides training for the one who received it.  It is the Church, the community of faith under the supervision and leadership of the Apostle in Residence, the Bishop who authorizes the deployment of each person’s ministry through ordination by a Bishop in true Apostolic Order, or through the other processes of authorization which the Church shall from time to time approve.


Ministry within the life of the Church is always an expression of a Call from God.  The exercise of this ministry however is always the result of Apostolic or Episcopal authorization.  Within the life of the Bishop all areas of the ministry of the Church are resident.  The Bishop is to enable, authorize and supervise the exercise of all ministries which God provides for His people.  The Bishop therefore can never be too careful about he/she exemplifies in his/her life those qualities which encourage and support all those who share in the ministry of God’s people whether their ministries are Ordained or Lay.  The example of the selection of the first Deacons in the acts of the Apostles illustrates the importance of Apostolic oversight, while yet recognizing the participation of the people of God I discerning the signs of a call from God to those who offer themselves.


Acts 6:1-7

6Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food. 2And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and said, ‘It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait at tables.* 3Therefore, friends,* select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 4while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.’ 5What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

7 The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

The exercise of oversight for the orderly development and exercise of the ministry of the Church was among the very first to develop under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  The Apostles/Bishop inherited the primary ministry of oversight in order to enable the Church to expand and yet to maintain unity in the proclamation of the Gospel.  The tensions caused by ethnic and cultural and linguistic differences have always tested the Church’s sense of unity.  It is to the Apostolic/Episcopal Order, that the burdens of expanding and yet keeping the Church one, continues to fall.  Increasingly, Bishops must draw on the wisdom and the board expertise of those among their flock whose life and training enabled them to t throw lift on the implication of so many of the challenges which free the church of the Twenty First Century.  Also increasingly important is the maintenance of order, and respect for the Apostolic office of Bishop.  It seems necessary their Bishops should have as much time as possible for prayer, for regular study and reflection so that they will be enabled to bring a freshness and a clarity to their ministry of oversight which they employ in the Service of Jesus Christ and His Church.

The teaching ministry of the Bishop is yet another area of Apostolic Ministry which needs clarity and greater attention.  Too often this aspect of the Apostolic ministry is allowed to recede in the background in order to give place of office and administrative work.   The role of teacher and chief pastor of the people of God makes visible the unifying role of the Bishop and enables him/her to feed the people of God with word as well as with Sacrament.


It is through the combined operation and respect for all ministries I the life of the Church, that the ministry of Jesus Christ Is not only made real to the world, but its truth and authenticity is also made real in the life of the world.


The ministry of Jesus Christ must always be the model form which all ministries draw their pattern and drive their strength.  All Christians draw the power for Christian living from God in Jesus Christ.  A strong prayer life reinforced by the constant study of God’s word and enlightened reflection, add immeasurably to the strength of Christian ministry.

