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“We need to come to terms with our history … we need to discover our special identity … we need a shift in leadership roles … By the time we leave here, we should be more determined to want to do things differently and encourage others to join us in so doing”. Those are some of the words with which our Bishop, Ambrose Gumbs, summoned us in this diocese to do a new thing.  Put simply, our Bishop asked us to come together, to set aside our blaming and bickering, to put aside our passivity and our pettiness, and, instead, to put our God-given gifts to work in finding new ways to grow our diocese and serve Christ in our communities and in one another.

Bishop Gumbs’ charge to this 54th Convention – his challenge to do things in a new way – was contained in more than his words.  The challenge came in the reminder from Bishop Don Taylor, Vicar Bishop of New York City and a former Diocesan, that, through the power of God working in us, frail and fractured as we are, we can do all things.  It was in the structure used to carry out the work during convention – in the Scripture readings, in our group Bible studies, in the Indaba sessions.  

There’s a general acknowledgement that old methods, combined with old ways of thinking, will produce the same old results.  However, up until now, that acknowledgement has apparently not been accepted in our church!  But at last, in 2009, things seem about to change, as clergy and laity alike seem poised to take on the Bishop’s challenge and chart a new way forward.  

Over the past three days our response to the Bishop’s challenge came as we sought to apply to our lives and the life of our church the themes of cooperation, of empowerment, of mission that flowed through the Scripture readings.  Our response came in the long and deep discussions and in the open and honest sharing during our Indaba sessions; our response came as we sought to set up new signposts to map a new way forward by offering possible solutions to our present problems.  Our response came as we ‘old’ people joyfully joined our young people as they led worship this morning.

Bishop Gumbs, many suggestions were put forward yesterday, several of which embraced the concept of evangelism – a concept that we have seemed 
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to regard as the antithesis of our Anglican ethos, forgetting that it was evangelism, however misguided and indirect, that brought Anglicanism to our shores.  Sir, the delegates to this 54th Convention have not only offered 

to go outside of our church buildings, but have offered to relax our liturgy, to update our music, to involve our young people more fully in the life of the church, to actually work with each other by sharing our strengths.

Bishop, we could almost hear you echoing Dean Gibbs’ words – “Lord, lettest now thy servant depart in peace!”

We believe that it is fair to say that we are leaving this convention with a better sense of who we are and whose we are, with a better sense of where we want to go as a Diocese.  We believe that those of us who have gathered in this place over these three days are ready to rise up and become the signposts to point the future of this diocese, ready to interpret the will of God for our community of faith, ready to work -- not as independent congregations -- but as a cohesive whole, to build up God’s Kingdom in the world.  

But it will take more than talk to make our fledgling dream fly.  It will take the hard work and the commitment of us all.  It will take the faith of ‘taking the first step even when we don’t see the whole staircase’. But the words of tomorrow’s epistle remind us that we serve a God who brings the dead to life and who can call forth something out of what does not exist. It is now up to those of us who have stood on the mountaintop of the clergy retreat and of this Convention to descend to the valley to share the vision we have caught and are helping to craft, so that our congregations can share in the creation of this “new thing”.  

Bishop Gumbs, on behalf of all of us attending this Convention, we say to you that we are ready to work together, guided by the Holy Spirit and by you as our chief pastor, to secure the future of this Diocese of the Virgin Islands.

